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Newsletter May 2021 

Busy term ahead 

As usual, the summer term is a busy one. It may not have all of the activities we would hope to have, but 

we are looking at how we can develop and manage activities for the children.  

As we go into this term, we ask that everyone remains vigilant and follows the COVID rules in place at the 

time. Currently, there should be no indoor household mixing at this time. Everyone is working so hard to 

minimise the risk of transmission, let’s not jeopardise it now.  

Remember – lateral flow tests are routinely used on people with no symptoms. You can get kits to test 

twice a week, as the majority of our staff do. They should not be used on Primary aged children.  

If you, or anyone in your household or bubble, has symptoms, then you should NOT use a lateral flow test. 

You should isolate immediately all family/household members and book a drive through PCR test and 

remain isolated until a negative result is received or your isolation period is complete. .  

Thank you to all of our families who are following the Government rules and keeping everyone as safe as 

possible.  

 

Library 

We are very pleased to be able to open our libraries with full risk assessments in place. Information has 

been shared by the teachers via dojo to say which days your child will be visiting, so please make sure 

they have their books with them on that day if they want to change them. Only one year group is going 

per day, and each class has an hour’s slot. Each class sends half a class at a time.  

The children were very excited to be visiting the libraries again, and for some it is the first time.  

 

Computing suite 

The computing suite at Infants is now open again also. We have had a little bit of a ‘refurb’ and have all 

new chairs for the children in there. This again has each year group on a designated day, with each class 

having a time slot. Mrs Cudby’s class really enjoyed their session in there this week and we look forward 

to hearing about their computing learning.  

 

Ben Langley 

Year 2 had the privilege of a socially distanced outdoor visit from Ben Langley who came to entertain the 

children. Each class enjoyed their show, and were so excited to have a ‘celebrity’ perform for them. One 

of the children said ‘he was so funny that it made my cheeks hurt!’ Another remarked, “he was the 

funniest man on the planet!” 

It is safe to say that this really added an extra smiley boost to our week as well as watching a live 

performance and understanding how to be a wonderful audience. 
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Year 5 Mayan cooking 

Year 5 have been carrying out some Mayan cooking this week. The children had studied a book called, “The 

Corn Grows Ripe” by Dorothy Rhoads, as part of their guided reading. They knew the importance of the 

corn and the gods in their agriculture. They also learnt how the butternut squash was hollowed out to 

make a water jug. 

The children have learnt about healthy eating and food groups as part of their PSHE studies too. They 

then compiled a list of likely ingredients for their recipe. The children were regularly washing their hands 

as they shared utensils. They learnt safe ways to chop different shaped vegetables and how to make a 

“bridge” shape with their hands, in order to chop safely. 

They thought carefully about the presentation of the soup – one lumpy and one smoothed with a blender. 

They added sprinkles of chilli, pumpkin seeds, sage and a twist of lime to make it look appealing. This 

wasn’t just any soup, it was Year 5 Mayan soup.  

 

Year 6 Tiger Poetry 

The year 6 children have also been working hard on some Tiger Poetry. Their work is displayed in our Year 

6 corridors and has been beautifully illustrated by them too. Year 6 will add some photos of this to the 

website shortly for you to see.  

 

Baby News!  

We are pleased to be able to share that Mrs Cudby and Mrs Thompson are both having their first babies. 

Mrs Cudby’s new arrival is due in August and Mrs Thompson’s in October. We send them our 

congratulations and best wishes for their pregnancies.  

 

Walking Home 

We have been informed by some parents that some of the children who walk home alone could benefit 

from some road safety support or talks as they are not always looking for traffic or crossing at a sensible 

point. If your child walks alone, please make sure you have looked.  

 

Attendance 

We are still required to monitor attendance as part of our legal duties. We have been looking at any child 

whose attendance is 92% or below as these are classed as persistent absentees by the Government. We 

then look at individual cases and you will be invited to a supportive panel meeting where we can look at 

ways to support your child’s attendance as part of our commitment to supporting children and families in 

this area.  

We are pleased to say that the majority of our children have good attendance patterns, whilst we also 

acknowledge that children are sometimes not well enough for school. Thankyou to our families for being so 

supportive of and recognising the importance of good attendance at school for children. 

 

We do still have a small number of children who arrive late and this is also recorded on the registers. 

Please do make every effort to arrive on time, as late arrival disrupts the learning for the class and for 

the child who is late.  

Reporting absence 

If you need to report an absence, please remember to phone the school to do so. Please do not send a 

message on dojo or tapestry as the teachers may not see this and we could miss your call.  

On dojo and tapestry, the messages all go to the class teacher, even though they may say ‘Mrs Pedlow’s 

class.’ (The system is only set up in that way so teachers can give dojos to children outside of their 

class.).  

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Uniform 

As always, we do have our rules in place for uniform for the children and we are very appreciative of the 

support parents/carers show with this.  

Can you remember please that shoes should be just plain black and suitable for a day in school. Plain black 

trainers are allowed with no different coloured logos or soles. Sandals if worn should be black or white.  

We also do not allow children to wear nail varnish or make up and the hair dye is also not permitted.  

If your child wears a skirt or shorts, please remember that these should be knee length. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. If you need a refresher for the uniform requirements, these are on 

our website. 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/  

 

 

Seeds of Hope  

The School Council have organised ‘Seeds of Hope’ with Morrison’s. The children will all be planting 

sunflower seeds and also creating cards/postcards for people who are shielding or are in care homes. The 

cards are being collected by Morrison’s on Thursday 6th May and being delivered to the residents. We 

are so pleased to see our children taking part in such a lovely community initiative.  

 

NSPCC Number Day 

On Friday 7th May we will be celebrating the NSPCC Number Day across our Federation. 

Number Day is a great way to make maths fun and bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude towards maths. 

The children will take part in maths activities and games during the day. Some of the classes, will also 

complete Buddy’s Key Challenge and work together to solve exciting maths puzzles in our class bubbles, 

against the clock with Buddy, the ‘Speak out. Stay safe’ mascot. 

As part of this day, our Federation have been enrolled in the TT Rockstars NSPCC Rocks competition. 

Some classes will be able to join in with this during the school day but the children can join in at home 

too! They just need to play any game between 7am and 7pm on this day and they will earn points for their 

class. The Times Tables Rock Stars platform will calculate the class average from these points. Winning 

classes in the Federation will be the ones with the highest average, and there will be certificates for the 

winning classes in each year group! 

There is also a sheet attached to this message with some ideas to support Maths at Home as well as some 

fun Maths activities you could do as a family.  

We are not asking for a contribution to raise funds for the NSPCC in school, but if you would like to 

donate to the charity or find out more about Number Day, please use this link - 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/events-fundraising/social-special-events/number-day/ 

 

Sun  

We are hoping for some sun in the not too distant future!  

Please apply a ‘once’ suncream to your child before they come to school and ensure they have a sun hat 

clearly labelled with their name, which they can keep in school to avoid anyone forgetting it. Please do not 

send sunglasses.  

 

 

Parent Consultations 

Parent/Teacher Consultations Summer Term 2021 are on Thursday 13th and Monday 17th May between 

4pm and 7pm.  

The Summer Term consultations will be via video call using the Parent Booking system used to make your 

appointment. This allows you to book a 10 minute slot with your child’s teacher as you did last time. Please 

note that this is a 10 minute slot and once this time is up the system will automatically disconnect you and 

then connect the teacher with their next parent/carer.  

To access the video call on 

 Apple/iPhone/iPad you will need iOS 11 or above and use Safari 

 Android you will need to use Chrome or Firefox app  

 Windows you will need use Chrome or Firefox  

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/


   
 

 MAC you will need to use Safari, Chrome or Firefox  

 Linux you will need to use Chrome or Firefox  

Please ensure that you have access to one of the above systems before the call. The system will need 

video and microphone access so please ensure that this is turned on under the settings on your 

phone/iPad. Some browsers will ask you to confirm permissions. Without permission you will not be able to 

have access to the video appointment.  

Here is a link to a short YouTube video to guide you through the process, the link is 

https://youtu.be/TlfC_BAF1yg  

 

To book Junior School appointments please go to 

 http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwood  

To book Infant School appointments please go to  

https://www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwoodinfant  

 

To see which appointments are available and choose one that is convenient for you, please enter:  

 Your first name, your surname and email address  

 Your child’s first name and surname  

 Yours child’s date of birth (from the drop-down menu)  

 

The system goes live on Thursday 6th May at 7pm The online booking system will be open to take your 

bookings until 7pm on Wednesday 12th May  

 

Please note we are only able to offer ONE APPOINTMENT with the class teacher per child. This system 

makes the booking of appointments available to you out of normal school hours, and opens to every parent 

at the same time in order to be fair to everyone.  

 

Please be aware we have limited appointments, although there are enough for all parents/carers to have 

one per child, and later appointments are always popular we know. These appointments are on a first come 

first served basis. However, we are not able to offer additional appointments outside of these times as 

we are mindful of the workload and extra commitments of staff, including personal and family 

commitments.  

We will be looking to discuss how your child has settled back into school and areas of strength and areas 

for development, including how you can support at home.  

If you have any other questions or concerns, please do contact us beforehand to discuss these and do not 

feel you need to wait for the consultation evenings. Appointments are restricted to ten minutes per child 

to ensure we can see all parents. If you have any questions prior to the evening, please contact either 

school office team who will be more than happy to help. If you have any issues on the evening please 

contact the Junior School on 01362 694919 and we will do our best to help. We look forward to ‘seeing’ 

you all. 

 

EU Settled Status - all EU Nationals must apply 

We have been asked by the County Council to make all families aware of the following: 

EU citizens and their families (including non-EU citizens) who were resident in the UK by 31 December 

2020, need to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme to continue to live, work and study in the UK beyond 

30 June 2021. Each child must have their own application. 

Some EU Nationals may not think EU Settled Status applies to them due to the length of time they have 

lived here and paperwork they already have. However, even if they have lived in the UK for many years or 

have a permanent residence document, they still need to apply. 

http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwood
https://www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwoodinfant


   
 

It is essential that all EU Nationals apply for Settled Status, regardless of previous paperwork received. 

It is also essential that parents apply for each child as, in addition to other rights, EU Settled Status 

protects their child's right to access higher education. The deadline to apply for EU Settled Status 

is Wednesday 30 June. 

All  EU National families who attend our school need to be aware that applications for EU Settled Status 

should be submitted for everyone in the family, including children and babies. 

It is free to apply, and can be done quickly and easily online: Apply to the EU Settlement Scheme (settled 

and pre-settled status). 

If EU Nationals have not yet applied, or think this system does not apply to you, please start your 

application immediately. Local support services are available for questions and queries, please go to: EU 

Settlement Scheme (Norfolk County Council) for contact details. 

 

Wildcats Football Sessions  

ICS coaching are excited to launch a girls only wildcats football session which is supported by the Norfolk 

FA. They are also launching a Dodgeball team which is supported by Norfolk Dodgeball and British 

Dodgeball. They report that all of their coaches have the relevant qualifications and enhanced DBS 

Checks. They are happy to communicate over the phone or email about these if you want more details. 

Parents can book here - https://www.icscoaching.co.uk/booknow  

Please note we are not recommending this to you only sharing the information. Parents/carers should 

ensure that they make all necessary checks themselves before sending their children.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/preparing-for-brexit/eu-settlement-scheme
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/preparing-for-brexit/eu-settlement-scheme
https://www.icscoaching.co.uk/booknow

