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May Half Term Newsletter 

 

Happy Holidays 

We have reached the end of a long half term. The children have continued to impress us with their attitude to learning 

since we returned to school from the Easter break. It has been excellent to see them engaged and interested in their 

learning and to hear of the progress they are making. 

Thank you to all parents and carers for continuing to support the Federation and the children by reading at home and 

supporting home learning.  

 

Reading Millionaires 

Some of our children have worked exceptionally hard with their reading and have become reading millionaires! Some more 

than once.  

Year 4: Erin and Lexi.  Wren is a millionaire for the 3rd time this month 

Year 5: Joshua; Arthur; Frankie; Ellie. Imogen is a millionaire for the second time and Emily for the 4th time, although we 

do believe she has now reached an amazing 5000000 words today!  

Year 6: Anastazja; Olivia and Paloma. Isabelle is a 3 times millionaire and Ruby a 4 times millionaire. 

 

We know that lots of our children are working hard towards this target, with a special mention to Bailey in Year 6 who is 

now well on the way.  

 

We are also celebrating the joint efforts of each class.  

Classes who have read the most words so far are - FB3; LJ4; SJ5; WS6 

 

Cooking 

It is really lovely to have classes cooking again, a few steps back to normality!  

Year 6 have made WW2 cookies, Year 5 did some Mayan cooking, Year 4 have made some butter and Year 3 have made 

rock cakes.  

 

Year 4 

Year 4 had a very exciting dance session this week in the open air. They had a dance session and other activities for their 

day on Hinduism. 

Please see the link here for more information 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-4/hinduism-day-year-4/ 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have also had a busy half term, and details of their WW2 cooking can be found here 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-6/year-6-world-war-two-cooking/  

 

Lunches 

If you have not paid up to date for lunches, please do and load credit ready for after half term.  
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Reception children have now accessed PE in the hall with full apparatus. They have enjoyed this tremendously, having not 

experienced PE in the hall before! It is a pleasure to see them all joining in and taking turns. They have quickly learned the 

rules for using the equipment and are using it very safely.  

Reception have also had a busy half term and details of some of their activities are here 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/reception/summer-1-2021-in-reception/  

 

New Starters 

We are busy making preparations for our new Reception children. We do have some spaces left, so if you know anyone who 

is looking for a space, do let them know. 

The Reception team are making a pack for all new children, with a story book for them to keep, a photo frame for them to 

decorate and out a picture in of their family or them and some other exciting activities.  

We have gone paperless this year, so all admission and permission forms are being sent out as Microsoft forms.  

We are also now ready to offer some transition sessions to those children, and we are having an outside play and meet 

session for the Nurseries/Pre Schools. Letters will be sent home by them. We will also have a transition day in July. If 

your child is starting with us in September and not at a pre-school, please contact the office and we will see if we can 

arrange this.  

In addition to that we hope to have some more zoom stories and meetings.  

 

Online Forms 

As we are aiming to be paperless, if your child needs to have prescribed medication in school, we will email you a link to the 

medicine permission form which you fill in and submit electronically. 

This will be the same for walking home alone forms for Years 5 and 6 and end of day collection forms.  

 

Staff Changes 

As always, at this time of year staff changes happen. 

Mrs Coy, our Inclusion Lead, is leaving us at the end of term. She is looking at opportunities outside school, focusing on 

her business with her husband and also spending more time with her family. We thank Mrs Coy for all she has done for us 

and the children, and I know she always thinks about each child and what they need and how best to support them. We 

hope she enjoys her new role and the time with her family.  

Miss Morgans has been working with us on the Senior Leadership Team this year whilst Mrs Rudd has been on maternity 

leave. It has been excellent to have additional capacity and she has been able to deliver sessions to groups of children, 

giving an added benefit for them. Her lego therapy sessions have been most popular. We are pleased to be able to say that 

Miss Morgans is going to take on the role of Inclusion Lead in September. She is a SENCO of tremendous experience, and 

worked as the SENCO for the Dereham cluster prior to joining us. She also has senior leadership experience. She has been 

working alongside Mrs Coy this academic year and they will continue to work closely over the next half term to ensure a 

smooth transition.  

Mrs Williams, one of our Year 6 teachers, is leaving us also at the end of the academic year. She is moving away from 

teaching after many years in the classroom and taking on a new role. We are very grateful to Mrs Williams for all she has 

done for us and the children. Mrs Williams always celebrates the successes of her children and loves to share their 

progress with great enthusiasm. She has been with us since we started the Federation and whilst we are sad to see her go, 

we wish her well for the future. We are grateful for all she has done for us.  

Miss McTavish, one of our Reception teachers, is also leaving us at the end of term. She is taking her skills and talents to 

another school as she continues her career. Miss McTavish will be missed for her colourful outfits, amazing colour 

changing hair and her absolute dedication to all of the children in her care. Friday disco in Reception may never be quite 

the same without her but we will do our best to continue the tradition! She will be an asset to her new school and we thank 

her for all she has done for us in her time here.  

Mrs Cudby will be leaving to have her baby at the end of term. She is due to have the baby in August so we will be taking 

good care of her next half term! The children are very excited. 

Mrs Thompson will be returning for a few weeks in the Autumn term, but will not have a class to ensure no class is 

disrupted. She will be working as part of our KS1 team, supporting groups of children when they return.  

 

This means we will have some new staff in September! This is always a good opportunity to bring in fresh ideas and an 

opportunity to build on what we have been doing.  

Miss Goddard will be joining us as a Reception teacher. She has experience of teaching Reception in another school and we 

look forward to her joining us.  

Miss Parfitt is joining us in the Infant School, Miss Ward, Mr Williams and Mr Small are joining us in the Junior school. 

We have not finalised Year groups yet for these teachers, but we always make sure we have a range of experiences and 

expertise in each year group that will benefit all of our children. We look forward to working with them all and welcoming 

them to our Federation.  

 

 

 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/reception/summer-1-2021-in-reception/


Transition 

The two Dereham High schools have announced their transition dates: 

Children going to Northgate High School will have three days on the last three days of term, Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th 

and Wednesday 21st July.  

Children going to Neatherd High School will have two days on the 20th and 21st July. Neatherd children will need to come 

in on the Monday and we will plan a day of activities for them.  

These dates were decided by the High Schools.  

 

Our children in Years 1-5 will have three days of extended transition on the last three days of term, Monday 19th, 

Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July. Children and parents/carers will find out their new classes on Monday 19th July as 

usual. We hope our new staff will join us for at least some of those days. All teachers are working on pen portraits to 

share with the children and they will all have lots of time to get to know each other over those three days. Further 

information will follow in due course.  

 

New Reception children will have a come and play visit in June and a half day in school visit with lunch in July. Details are 

being sent out. They will also get a welcome pack and lots of information on the website as we aim to reduce our paper 

communication.  

 

COVID updates 

We have made great strides with COVID and minimising the spread, but we will continue to have all measures in place after 

half term to keep everyone as safe as possible and to keep our schools open for everyone. 

Please continue to follow the Government and federation rules. Masks should still be worn on drop off and collection. 

Thank you to everyone for your support with this.  

 

 

Reporting COVID positive cases in the holidays 

Once we close for the holidays, the Government has an expectation that schools will still act as test and trace. This 

means if your child has a positive test in the holidays, you need to email the account below and inform us of it, as we 

may then have to inform other families if their child needs to isolate.  

If your child develops symptoms in the holidays, please do the following: 

 Begin immediate isolation for all of the family 

 Order a drive through test if possible for the person with symptoms 

 If negative, no further action required 

 If positive, email us immediately as we may have to identify close contacts.  If your child has symptoms in 

the holidays before the 31st May please let us know this and the result of the test. The email address is 

covidpositive@toftwoodfederation.co.uk 

 Please ensure you tell us the following: 

1.            Your child’s name 

2. Your child’s class 

3. The date the symptoms started 

4. The date of the test 

5. The date of the positive result  

6. A phone number we can contact you on if we have any questions 

 

If you are awaiting a result currently, please do email us to let us know the result as we have to act swiftly if there is a 

positive.  

 

Please do NOT use this email address for any other questions or communication as it will only be used to respond to 

positive cases. This is purely to inform of any positive cases when the schools have closed. For all other communication, 

please use the normal office emails and we will respond when we return. 

 

When we return, please do not send your child in if they or anyone in your household has symptoms. Isolate all members of 

the household/bubble immediately and book a drive through test. Lateral Flow tests are NOT for anyone with 

symptoms.  

 

Have a lovely half term everyone! We look forward to seeing the children back with us on Monday 7th June.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Joanna Pedlow 

mailto:covidpositive@toftwoodfederation.co.uk


 


