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Newsletter 1 September 2021 

 

Welcome back 

Welcome back to a new school year. We have already been back two weeks, which is hard to believe!  

We hope you have settled in to the routines and being back to school. The children have settled very quickly 

and are focused on their learning for the year ahead across the Federation. It has been so lovely to see them 

adapt and settle.  

Thank you to all the families for ensuring the children have correct uniform and are smart and ready for 

school. We also thank you for ensuring they have a PE kit after some time without one! We are trialling PE in 

the hall once a week and outside once a week for most year groups and the children have said they are 

enjoying this also.  

Please do check the uniform requirements on the website if you are not sure. You do not have to buy from 

Birds, but should stick to the school colours as set out. Pease can we ask that skirts and shorts are knee 

length and that hair bands etc are functional and not large/decorative.  

 

New playtime arrangements 

As part of our move back to a more ‘normal’ school situation, we have had two new playgrounds built to ensure 

we can get the children out and active, even if it has been raining. We now have one playground for Reception 

and Year 1, one for Year 2, one for Years 3 and 4 and one for Years 5 and 6. Only one year group at a time 

goes out to use the playground, so the children have a large area for around 90 children. These are also 

enabling us to extend PE and active participation in sports and games in PE.  

This also means that we now allow the whole year group to mix, so children can play with old friends and new 

friends and friends in other classes in that year group. The children have said in assembly that they are 

enjoying this change and we will monitor to see how it goes, but hope it can continue safely.  

 

New lunchtime arrangements 

We have now moved to a new arrangement for lunches.  

Years 3 and 6 eat in the Junior main hall. Year 3 are first sitting and Year 6 are second. 

Reception and Year 1 eat in the Infant hall. Reception are first sitting and Year 1 are second sitting. 

These children are going to the hatch to get their food and have managed the change well.  

As we are trying to ensure we only have one year group mixing, we have other Year groups in the hall, but will 

monitor and see if we can move forwards with more year groups in the hall as time moves on.  

 

Assemblies 

Although we are not currently returning to whole school assemblies, we have Year group assemblies in the hall 

where appropriate. This gives the children in the Year group another opportunity to be together and to see 

the other teachers in the Year group. We are having a mixture of online and in person assemblies.  
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Music Visit 

We were very lucky to have a live concert from the Norfolk Music Service last week. Year 3 went and saw it in 

person, and it was live streamed to the other classes to watch on the screens in the classroom. What a 

fabulous way to start the term. Thanks to Mr Hardy for organising this.  

 

Sports’ Competitions 

We are also resuming our Sporting Competitions with the Sports’ Partnership, starting this term. We aim to 

give all of the children who want to the opportunity to attend, within the numbers permitted. The only events 

where we only take those with strengths in that area are swimming and cross country as these have specific 

skills. There are many competitions and events where they are new to everyone and where participation, 

enjoyment and effort are the most important part. Look out for information.  

 

Swimming 

We are pleased that swimming is back! We have decided we will have Year 5 swimming and Mrs Lee’s class have 

already had their first swimming session, which was a huge success! At the end of the summer term we then 

move to any Year 6 children who have not met the swimming requirements, but more of that will follow.  

 

Flu Vaccines 

All parents/carers received an email today with information about the nasal flu vaccines. All children came 

home with a permission form, which should be returned if you consent or not. Please send these back by the 

22nd September.  

 

Masks on the playground 

A huge thankyou to everyone that continues to support with this. Whilst the Prime Minister may have said it is 

recommended, but personal choice, our rules say that you should be wearing a mask on the playground as you 

are unable to distance when waiting for your children to come out.  

We all know COVID is still here, so we need to look out for each other so we can keep open and not have 

closures and a return to home learning. 

Some people have said it is a personal choice, but unfortunately, it is not a personal choice of those 

parents/carers, staff or children in our school community undergoing treatment for cancer, who have a 

vulnerable person in their family or an illness which lowers their immune system. If they caught it, it could be 

fatal, so please wear a mask to protect everyone.  

There are schools already who have had to close to classes or groups, so help us look after everyone, think of 

others and keep our schools open by wearing a mask.  

Even if you have been double jabbed or have had COVID you can still catch it or pass it on to others.  

 

Parking 

Please do remember you are not allowed to stop or park on the zig zags outside school, it is illegal. Please also 

take note of the double yellow lines near the junctions, park sensibly and ensure the safety of our children and 

families. Inconsiderate parking causes a risk to pedestrians and cars then use the pavement.  

 

Number 8 bus 

You may have seen that Konect say they are no longer running the number 8 bus at 8.38 on School Lane or 

Westfield Road due to inconsiderate parking by those around our schools. Please keep this in mid if you rely on 

the bus to bring you here.  

 

Things to keep at home 

Please do not send in umbrellas, sunglasses or toys with your child. These items need to be kept at home 

please.  

 

 

 

 



   
 

School Lunches 

Please remember that all Infant children can have a free school lunch due to the Government’s policy on 

Universal Infant Free school Meals. Wednesday is roast dinner day and Friday is fish fingers and chips day, 

and these are always popular. 

Junior School children who do not qualify for free school meals have to pay for their lunches through the 

online payment system. Please make sure you pay in advance.  

 

Dojo and Tapestry 

If your child is in Reception please make sure you sign up for tapestry. Ask your child’s teacher if you are not 

sure what to do.  

In Years 1-6 please sign up to class dojo. Instructions and information are on the website. 

We will use these to communicate with you, share achievements and photos and updates about the class and 

year group.  

Any questions, please contact us so we can keep in touch.  

 

 

Thank you to everyone for making the first two weeks so successful. 


