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Newsletter 2 September 2021 

 

Where did September go?  

This month seems to have gone so quickly, with changes and moving back to a more normal pre COVID routine. 

The children are getting used to PE in the hall again as well as mixing more freely within their year groups. 

Our new staff are settling in and working well within their teams, and we look forward to all the exciting 

events and great learning still to come.  

 

Special Lunch 7th October!  

To celebrate our first month back we are having a SPECIAL MENU for the 7th October.  

 

Packed lunch on this day will be: 

Sausage sandwich, cheese scone, cucumber sticks, orange  and iced chocolate cake 

 

Hot lunch on this day will be: 

Hot dog, chips and beans and iced chocolate cake 

 

Vegetarian and dietary requirement menus will still be available on these days. Remember – every child in the 

Infant School is entitled to a Universal Infant free School Meal so if they haven’t had one yet, maybe they 

could try on this day. If your Junior child does not usually have a school lunch, they could maybe try them on 

this day. 

All lunches are ordered in the morning, no pre orders required.  

 

Flu Vaccines 

Thankyou to everyone who has returned their forms for the nasal flu vaccine. Almost every child had one 

returned and this really helps the nursing teams ensure that as many children as possible get the vaccine in 

line with parental wishes. The actual vaccination dates are in October so if you decide you want to consent now 

or have not returned your form and wish to give consent, please contact the number on the email previously 

sent. 

 

Staff Changes 

On Thursday 30th September, we say a sad goodbye to Mrs Flynn, from our Junior office, who is moving on 

after more than eight years at the school. Mrs Flynn moved house before the Summer and the commute is 

just too far for her so she is going to work in the family business.  

Mrs Flynn is a font of knowledge and was such a great support to me when we became a federation, as she 

knew the children and families and also all of the systems in place. She has always been someone to roll her 

sleeves up and get stuck in to any task, even if it is not office related! She helped set up the classrooms in the 

first wave of COVID, has done multiple first aid calls, been on the residential, covered lunch duties and been a 
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listening ear to many. She supported Mr Johnson when he joined the infant office and many other staff. She 

will be much missed by us all. We wish her well in her new ventures and look forward to seeing her for visits 

and she may even make an appearance on the Year 6 residential next year if she is able. Thankyou Mrs Flynn, 

we are very appreciative of all you have done for us all.  

 

Mrs Jodie Evans will be joining us and taking over from Mrs Flynn and they have been working together on a 

smooth handover. Mrs Evans has experience of working in a school office and we look forward to welcoming 

her to work with us, hopefully from next week.  

 

Mrs Hughes, one of our MSAs, is also leaving us shortly to go to a very different role elsewhere. Being an 

MSA is not always easy, and takes a great deal of patience and understanding and a commitment to give up 

time in the middle of your day! We wish Mrs Hughes well also and thank her for all she has done for us.  

  

Afternoon collection 

Thanks once again to all of the adults collecting who continue to wear a mask on the playground as we have 

asked. The Government and NHS advice is that if you are in a crowded place where distancing is not possible, 

you should wear a mask. This is true of the end of the day parental collection.  

Please consider those who may be in the queue with you. Wear a mask to protect others as they wear a 

mask to protect you. There are adults in the queue who may have cancer, an auto immune disease or 

have a clinically vulnerable person at home for whom COVID could be fatal. Think of others and act 

considerately please.  

Can we also remind you that you need to queue behind the lines where the class names have been painted 

please? This is to allow safe space between staff/queues of children and adults queuing. Meet your child in the 

middle lane where the arrows are and leave via this route and out of the correct gate. This is designed to 

minimise face to face contact and also crowds of people all leaving through one gate at Juniors.  

Your support and cooperation with this are much appreciated.  

 

Parking 

Sadly, we have to give another reminder. Most adults are parking safely but a few are still parking or stopping 

on the zig zags outside school, it is illegal. A few people also continue to park on the double yellow lines near 

the junctions, which compromises the the safety of our children and families.  

 

COVID testing 

We just wanted to clarify the Government requirements for testing. 

If any child has any symptoms, they must stay at home, isolate and get a PCR test. A lateral flow test you may 

have at home is not appropriate. Please note this is the Government guidance and not school guidance. A small 

number of parents have asked why we won’t accept lateral flow tests as other schools do, but the Government 

says anyone with symptoms must have a PCR test.  

As the result of changes, if a child lives in a household with someone who tests positive, they do not have to 

isolate. They should get a PCR test in line with guidance from the Government. Again, if they have any 

symptoms, they should stay at home and get the PCR test.  

The guidance changes are confusing sometimes, so do ring us or check the Government website if you are not 

sure. 

Please be respectful to staff when they contact you about this and understand we are trying our very best to 

keep everyone as safe as possible, not least our vulnerable students and families. 

Evidently, these guidelines may mean a child could come in and have COVID without any symptoms, and when 

they then test positive they could have passed it on to someone. GDPR and LA guidance says we should not now 

inform parents when there are cases in the classes, but we do have some cases reported for children and 

staff in school. Please be very alert for symptoms and do the right thing for everyone. 

Please look at the flowchart attached to the email and print it out if required.  

Thankyou.  

 

 

 



   
 

September admissions information 

If you have a younger child that you wish them to join our Infant school, you need to apply online. 

The information is found on the admissions website: https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-

learning/schools/school-admissions/admission-to-reception-classes 

This page is up to date and the admissions round is now open for you to apply. It closes on the 5th of January 

2022.  

 

Just a reminder that if your child is at the Infant School and you want them to come to the Junior School to 

continue their education with us, you will need to apply online.  

The information is found on the admissions website: https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-

learning/schools/school-admissions/transfer-to-junior-school 

However, at the time of writing, this page was not updated with the current information for this year, but we 

have told them! The round opens on November the 9th and closes on 15th January 2022 

 

We are planning to allow parents to visit us in a COVID safe way if they wish to look round, and once we have 

sorted these dates we will let you know. Numbers will be limited on each tour for safety.  

 

Year 2 children will soon start to make visits to the Junior school so they can become familiar with it over 

time.  

 

Extra closure day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Schools in England have been given the flexibility to close for an additional day this year for the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee as the National Bank Holiday falls in one of the school holidays. 

We have tried to engage with the cluster schools, including the High Schools, to coordinate this for families, 

but there is no agreed date or schools have yet to decide. 

Therefore, we have decided our additional day for this occasion will be on Friday 17th December, meaning we 

close for the Christmas holidays at the end of the school day on Thursday 16th December. We hope this will 

give families additional time before Christmas to travel to see family if they wish and to self isolate if they 

wish before seeing families.  

 

 

Best wishes 

 

Joanna Pedlow  
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