
An introduction to Jolly Phonics 
at Toftwood Infant School

We use Jolly Phonics because…
• It is a fun, child centred approach to teaching synthetic phonics
• It is multisensory – each sound has a song and action
• Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading which teaches letter 

sounds and builds up to blending sounds together, which then leads to reading 
whole words.  

The children in Years 1 and 2 do Jolly Grammar.
We use our own reading scheme instead of Jolly Readers.



Jolly Phonics teaches 
5 main skills 
for reading and 
writing.

Phonemes are the 
single sounds e.g s, a, t.

Digraphs are where 2 
letters make one sound 
e.g. sh, qu, ai. 

Tricky words are non decodable – you can’t use phonics to 
sound them out, the have to be learnt by sight. 



How do we teach the letter sounds?
• We show the children the letter and model the correct 

sound.
• We introduce an action, song and a story to accompany 

each letter sound.
• Phonics lessons include sorting objects by their initial 

sound, sound spotting in words, playing sound bingo etc.
• We focus on teaching the letter sound first, the letter 

names are covered later.



• The sounds are not introduced alphabetically, they are taught this way to make the most 
possible combinations of words to read, e.g. pin, sat, tap, pit. 

• It is common to confuse b and d so they are not taught together, neither are i or j.
• Phonics is taught at a fast pace in Reception, we introduce one sound a day so all single 

sounds will be taught before October half term. 
• A weekly Tapestry observation will be posted on a Friday so grown ups know which 

sounds have been covered. 
• A mat with all the sounds and action pictures has been sent home in book bags with a 

description of the actions on the back. 
• It is important to use the pure phonics sound and to not add ‘uh’ on the end. See next 

slide for a link to hear the pure sounds. 



YouTube link to the Jolly phonics songs – Search - Jolly Phonics 42 sounds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF642lgK26Q

We understand it is important to learn the letter names too so these can be practised at 
home alongside the letter sounds. You could go on a letter hunt and see what letters you 
can see while out and about, look at books you have at home or practise singing the songs 
on YouTube! There is also a Jolly Phonics app and CD which parents may like to purchase. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTqfptkcpcY&t=364s&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF642lgK26Q


We use a similar approach when we teach the digraphs. 

We practise ‘digraph spotting’ in words and remembering that the 2 letters make one 
sound.  



Split digraphs

cake
grape
rate

theme
eve
Pete

dive
kite
nine

dome
note
rope

cute
tube
dune

Split digraphs were previously 
known as 
‘magic e.’ 

Video to information on split 
digraphs on slide 26.



• It is important to learn the correct formation of the letters from 
the beginning. 

• This will make it easier for the children when they learn to join in 
year 1 and 2. 

• We teach lower case formation first. 



Jolly Phonics have books that we use in 
the classroom – these are ‘Finger Phonic’ 
books and have feel formations so the 
children can feel the shape of the letter 
with their finger. 

We don’t rush to get the children to form 
the letters, we practise first in the air, 
on the carpet and on the palm of our 
hands using ‘magic pencils.’ (our fingers)



• We know that all children will 
have different starting points 
when it comes to holding a pen.

• Some will be confident users of 
the tripod grip, others will be 
holding it using a fist grip. 

• The adults support the children 
to hold their pencil in a tripod 
grip and encourage them to ‘pinch 
the nose’ of the pencil. 





Blending involves pushing together 
the sounds of the letters in the 
word in order to create the whole 
word. For example, a child trying to 
read the word ‘fish’, will sound out 
each of the letter sounds. When 
these three sounds are said in 
sequence, the word ‘fish’ is spoken.

• The children will start with blending short CVC (consonant vowel 
consonant) words.

• They will move on from their picture books and be able to take 
home a book with words in when they know 20 of the single 
sounds – they must be using the pure sounds too. 

• Blending is taught through ‘Robot arms’ – every time we say a 
sound, we move one of our arms like a robot. Link to 
demonstration of robot arms -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IursfXiR8pA&safe=active
(instead of putting our hands together at the end, we roll our 
hands to signify the putting together of the sounds.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IursfXiR8pA&safe=active


Sound buttons

cat fish poke

• We use sound buttons to help to identify each sound. 
• Single sounds will have a dot under them, like in the 

word ‘cat.’
• Digraphs have lines underneath them, like ‘sh’ in the 

word ‘fish.’
• Split digraphs have a line connecting the 2 letters, like 

in the ‘o’ and ‘e’ in the word ‘poke.’ 
• We move our robot arms for each sound button. 



We also use phonics to help the 
children hear the sounds that 
make up a word – sounding out. 





• We first encourage the children to hear the first/initial sounds in 
words, which they will practise in their phonics lessons when each sound 
is introduced. For example, if they wanted to write ‘cat’ we would ask 
them, “What sound does ‘cat’ start with?” We would repeat the word 
several times if needed. 

• We would then build up to hearing the middle and final sounds. Final 
sounds are often easier to hear so children may write the word ‘cat’ as 
‘ct’ to begin with.

• We encourage the children to write what sounds they can hear.

• There is no pressure in Reception to spell words correctly yet. They will 
learn spelling patterns in KS1. 



• We use a technique called ‘Scribed Stories’ with the children in 
Reception. 

• It is a chance for children to write about a topic of their own choosing, 
it can be about whatever they like! 

• Stories are written exactly how the children say it. For example if they 
said ‘drinked,’ that is what we write. Overtime this will also show 
progress in vocabulary, not just writing. 

• This is where we are encouraging a love of writing, having a go and not 
worrying about spelling or making mistakes. We want children to enjoy 
writing. 

• The children have the opportunity to act out their story in front of their 
friends, which also adds to the excitement of writing a story! 

• The pictures on the next pages explain the process of Scribed Stories, 
from the adult doing all the writing to the children writing 
independently. 



1. The child 
has told the 
grown up 
their story, 
and the grown 
up has written 
it all down for 
them.

The child may 
be asked to 
have a go at 
writing their 
name at the 
end.  



2. As the 
single sounds 
are taught 
during 
phonics, the 
pencil is 
passed to the 
child so they 
can begin to 
write part of 
their story. 
Sound mats 
are available 
to refer to 
for help with 
formation. 



3. As the 
children get 
more 
confident 
with 
sounding 
out, they 
are 
encouraged 
to sound out 
and write 
longer 
words. 

You can see 
the adult 
still scribes 
if the child 
is unsure. 



4. By the end 
of the year, 
most children 
will be having 
a go at writing 
their own 
stories. 

You can see 
that not all 
words are 
spelt 
correctly but 
they are 
having a go at 
sounding out 
very long 
words! 



• ‘Tricky words’ are words with irregular spelling.

• They are ‘non-decodable’ and can’t be sounded out.

• These words have to be learnt by sight.

• Learning these words helps improve the fluency of reading 
and spelling when writing.  



Tricky Words
• Reading & Writing

I, the, to, put, he, she, of, me, we, 
be, was, are, you, your, go, no, so, 
do, all, like, my, one, by, have, saw, 

they, here, there, said, come, some, 
little, want, where, who, what, 
when, why, any, many, more, 

before, because. 

These are the Tricky Words that we cover over the Reception Year. 



Links
YouTube link to the Jolly phonics songs – Search on YouTube  - Jolly Phonics 42 letter 
sounds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF642lgK26Q

Link for digraph explanation – Search on YouTube - All About Digraphs | Jolly Phonics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfWCcIz2Qjk&safe=active

Link for split digraphs – Search on YouTube - What is a Split Digraph? | Magic 'e' | 
Phonics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-DHdrOrUeY&list=PLDFqXo8hEdBECo0G3xiHJ-
Ve287e7YWaq&index=26&safe=active

Link for Robot arms demonstration – Search on YouTube - Learning to Read Using 
Phonics | Teach Your Child to Read
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IursfXiR8pA&safe=active

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTqfptkcpcY&t=364s&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF642lgK26Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfWCcIz2Qjk&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-DHdrOrUeY&list=PLDFqXo8hEdBECo0G3xiHJ-Ve287e7YWaq&index=26&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IursfXiR8pA&safe=active


Videos
All About Digraphs | Jolly Phonics



Videos
What is a Split Digraph? | Magic 'e' | Phonics



Videos
- Learning to Read Using Phonics | Teach Your Child to Read



Help or questions

If you have any questions or would like any 
advise on the teaching of reading and 
writing, please get in contact with your 
child’s teacher via Tapestry. 

Thank you. 


