
   
 

Website: www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk   
Follow us on twitter - @ToftwoodFedera1 

Toftwood Infant and Junior School Federation  

Executive Headteacher – Mrs Joanna Pedlow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Newsletter 13th October 2021 

 

School Photos 

We are pleased to be able to share that we have secured individual school photos for this year! The dates 

are as follows: 

Infants –  11th November 

Juniors –  9th November 

 

Due to current circumstances, we cannot offer sibling photos, only individuals. Photos will be available to 

order for delivery for Christmas. Please ensure your child has their correct uniform on ready for the 

photos.  

As always, you are under no obligation to buy them, but we wanted to offer as we were unable to last year.  

 

Year 2 Medieval day 

Year 2 enjoyed an enrichment day for their current History topic, which built on their previous learning 

and helped develop their understanding of the different areas covered this half term. The children came 

to school in medieval costumes, including Lords, Ladies, knights and maids. We were so impressed with the 

efforts the children and parents made. 

As part of our Medieval Day we were lucky enough to be able to invite Janet Marshall into school to share 

an Edith Cavell workshop with each class to develop our understanding of nursing in the past. Janet 

introduced herself as Edith Cavell, telling the children about her life as a nurse and what she did during 

the war. Rachel said “My nanny is a nurse but she doesn’t wear dresses from the past.” 

The children also made their own medieval gingerbread shields. They used their prior learning in English 

about following instructions, using time adverbials and imperative verbs to stir, mix and sieve different 

ingredients to make their biscuits. We were delighted that so many children tried their biscuits and 

Freya said “I liked it because it was really gingery,” and Bentley said “It was yummy and smelt really nice.” 

As well as this, the children also did their own version of jousting and jestering by using bouncy hoppers, 

javelins and stilts. The children loved shouting ‘Hazaar!’ during the battles! 

Check the website for photos of the event 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-2-children/year-2-medieval-day/ 

 

COVID updates 

As always, just a reminder that COVID is still around and affecting individuals and families. We know 

many of our families have vulnerable family embers who are having treatment for cancer, or have an 

underlying condition, which makes COVID even more serious for them, so please remember the following: 

 Wear a mask on the school run, particularly on the playground as social distancing is not 

possible. Wear one to protect others please. Someone in your queue could be having cancer 
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treatment or be living in a household with a clinically vulnerable person. Thank you to those who 

are continuing to wear a mask.  

 Drop and go! Please do not wait around at the gates in the morning as it causes congestion and 

prevents any safe distancing. Once your child is through the gates, please leave.  

 Get a PCR test if anyone has any of the symptoms of COVID. Thank you to those 

parents/carers who continue to support with this, it is vital to prevent the spread now the rules 

have changed. Check the Government website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/ 

 As previously explained, you need a PCR and NOT a lateral flow if there are any of the 

three symptoms. A lateral flow does not test for COVID in the same way a PCR test does. If 

anyone has symptoms, you need to go and get a drive through PCR test immediately.  

 The rules have changed. We have been told we should not now share when there are positive 

cases in school, as they no longer consider those in classes to be close contacts. Obviously, this 

may mean families think there are no cases, but please be aware we have had and continue to 

have positive cases in our schools. Please be aware of and alert to symptoms and keep everyone 

as safe as possible.  

 

Food bank collection 

We are always looking at ways to support the local community, and one of those is by collecting for the 

local foodbank. An email has been sent, but please note the following: 

This half term, in celebration of harvest festival, we would like to make some donations to the 

local food bank. Many people in the local community do make use of the mid-Norfolk food bank and sadly 

the need is increasing. 

 

If you would like to make a donation to the food bank, please could you send in your donations to your 

child’s classroom by Thursday 21st  October. This year they have particularly asked for: 

long-life puddings, 

long life milk, 

sweet treats, 

long life fruit juice.       

 

Of course, any other goods would be gratefully received, although they do have a lot of pasta in their 

store cupboard. Please could you ensure that any goods are tinned or packets and that there is still a long 

use-by date on them. 

 

Mr Monks 

Mr Monks, who oversees the IT in our schools, is moving on at half term to pastures new. He has been a 

tremendous support to us all, particularly in setting up some of our new systems and ensuring we have up 

to date equipment. In lockdown, Mr Monks support was invaluable in setting up the Teams access and 

being on the end of the phone with technical support for families as well as issuing loan laptops and other 

items. We thank him for all he has done and wish him well as he moves on.  

 

Black History Month 

As part of our wider work on inclusion and diversity, during October we have been celebrating Black 

History Month within the Federation. All of the Infant and Junior children received an assembly to start 

our activities for the month. Many of the resources we have used have been recommended by the Norfolk 

Inclusion Adviser for Culture and Curriculum and we focussed on the theme ‘Proud to be’. 

We have been learning about some of the amazing people and events that have shaped our history. We 

have also been reading and listening to some inspirational stories, poetry and taking part in music and 

dance activities in our classrooms. 

If you would like to get involved or support your children at home there are lots events taking place 

around the county. Please see the link below. 

https://www.norfolkblackhistorymonth.org/events 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.norfolkblackhistorymonth.org/events


   
 

KS1 Football Tournament 

It is good news that our sporting competitions have started once again and children are able to take part. 

On Wednesday 6th October, 5 children from year 1 and 5 children from year 2 went to the Football 

Development Centre (FDC) in Bowthorpe to represent our federation in a Football Festival. The event 

started with the children demonstrating their football skills in several different activities that were 

organised by Sports Leaders from Taverham High School. The children worked really hard and showed 

their passing and dribbling skills. Later on in the morning, the children also worked as a team and played 

some friendly matches against other schools in a mini tournament. 

All of the children thoroughly enjoyed being outside, active and developing their football skills. For many, 

it was their first time playing in a football match and they really enjoyed the different activities and 

trying new things. All of the children worked hard in the skill focus activities and this meant they were 

able to apply these skills during the matches. All of the children worked really well as team and were a 

credit to the federation. 

Well done to everyone that took part! 

 

Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education Policy 

We already have a policy in place to support the important role a school plays in teaching children about 

relationships and sex education and health education. This was consulted upon when we first put the 

policy in place and we had conversations with parents where there were questions.  

We are currently reviewing our current policy in line with new guidance from the Government and will 

share this with you once it is finalised. 

If you want to find out more about the Government guidance on this and what it entails you can check this 

out here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-

education-rse-and-health-education  

Here is the Secretary of State’s information about this: 

Today’s children and young people are growing up in an increasingly complex world and living their lives 

seamlessly on and offline. This presents many positive and exciting opportunities, but also challenges and 

risks. In this environment, children and young people need to know how to be safe and healthy, and how to 

manage their academic, personal and social lives in a positive way.  

This is why we have made Relationships Education compulsory in all primary schools in England and 

Relationships and Sex Education compulsory in all secondary schools, as well as making Health Education 

compulsory in all state-funded schools.  

Our guiding principles have been that all of the compulsory subject content must be age appropriate and 

developmentally appropriate. It must be taught sensitively and inclusively, with respect to the 

backgrounds and beliefs of pupils and parents while always with the aim of providing pupils with the 

knowledge they need of the law.  

We are clear that parents and carers are the prime educators for children on many of these matters. 

Schools complement and reinforce this role and have told us that they see building on what pupils learn at 

home as an important part of delivering a good education. We agree with this principle and congratulate 

the many schools delivering outstanding provision to support the personal development and pastoral needs 

of their pupils. We are determined that the subjects must be deliverable and give schools flexibility to 

shape their curriculum according to the needs of their pupils and communities.  

In primary schools, we want the subjects to put in place the key building blocks of healthy, respectful 

relationships, focusing on family and friendships, in all contexts, including online. This will sit alongside 

the essential understanding of how to be healthy.  

Teaching about mental wellbeing is central to these subjects, especially as a priority for parents is their 

children’s happiness. We know that children and young people are increasingly experiencing challenges, and 

that young people are at particular risk of feeling lonely. The new subject content will give them the 

knowledge and capability to take care of themselves and receive support if problems arise.  

All of this content should support the wider work of schools in helping to foster pupil wellbeing and 

develop resilience and character that we know are fundamental to pupils being happy, successful and 

productive members of society. Central to this is pupils’ ability to believe that they can achieve goals, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education


   
 

both academic and personal; to stick to tasks that will help them achieve those goals, even when the 

reward may be distant or uncertain; and to recover from knocks and challenging periods in their lives.  

This should be complemented by development of personal attributes including kindness, integrity, 

generosity, and honesty. We have endeavoured to ensure the content is proportionate and deliverable.. 

These subjects represent a huge opportunity to help our children and young people develop. The 

knowledge and attributes gained will support their own, and others’, wellbeing and attainment and help 

young people to become successful and happy adults who make a meaningful contribution to society. 

 

Our current policy is on our website.  

 

Late arrivals and attendance 

We are so pleased that the majority of our parents and carers support their child attending school on 

time and regularly. However, some children are arriving late after the gates close at 8.55am.  

Please note the gates open at 8.40 and close at 8.55 am promptly. After this time, children are late and 

this means a member have staff has to be taken from direct work with the children to come and let them 

in. This is disruptive for the child arriving late as well as the class.  

Please do make every effort to arrive on time.  

 

MSAs Required  

We are still looking for MSAs to meet the needs of our schools and children. 

The role is interesting and can be challenging, and we are looking for people who can work effectively with 

children, look out for and support safeguarding, maintain confidentiality, support children to have a 

successful lunchtime, be alert to any issues or concerns children may have and ensure any concerns are 

dealt with appropriately.  

If you are interested in the roles, please ask either office for an application form.  

One role is for 3 days per week at 2 hours per day and one is for every day at 1.25 hours per day.  

Please note that the rules and processes around safeguarding are particularly important to us and all 

successful candidates would be required to have an enhanced DBS check and complete a childcare 

disqualification declaration.  

Two references are also required and we cannot accept personal references or CVs. References are 

requested prior to interview in line with safeguarding requirements.  

All applications must be in by Friday 5th November at 12 noon.  

 

Year 6 Greek day 

On Monday 4th October 2021, Year 6 were transported back to Ancient Greece through our Greek 

themed day. We are currently studying Ancient Greece as part of our history topic this term. We started 

the day by being introduced to our Greek visitor who told us a story about Athens, Sparta and Persia. We 

volunteered to play different characters so that we could really understand what it was like for people 

living at the time. Our Greek visitor helped us to play a Greek game known as ‘Petia’. We played in pairs 

with the aim of the game being to block and take your opponents counters. Another activity in the 

morning was solving a puzzle named ‘Stomachion’. There were lots of different shapes that we had to fit 

together to create a square. There are many ways to do this and many other shapes that you could make. 

Some people used a prompt sheet to help them whereas some groups enjoyed the challenge of solving it 

themselves. In the afternoon we took part in our own Olympic games! We competed in two teams, through 

traditional sporting challenges. We had great fun encouraging and supporting our team mates. We also 

looked at traditional Greek weaponry and learned how these tools helped the Ancient Greeks in battle. 

Our Greek day helped us with our learning as it inspired us to write our own Greek diary entries using the 

stories we have studied in class as well as the stories told to us by our visitor. It allowed us to visualise 

the different people of that time and understand their thoughts and feelings. 

Check the website for photos: https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-6/year-6-

ancient-greek-day-autumn-2021/  

 

 

 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-6/year-6-ancient-greek-day-autumn-2021/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-6/year-6-ancient-greek-day-autumn-2021/


Diary Dates 

Here are some important dates for your diary in the next few weeks: 

Date Event 

14th October Infant Flu Immunisations 

22nd October Last day of school before the half term break. 

1st November School reopens for all children at 8.40 am 

9th November Junior School Individual Photos 

11th November Infant School Photos 

19th November Children in Need day – details to follow 

15th November Autumn term report cards sent home 

Thursday 11th 

November at 6.30pm 

Online bookings open for parents’ consultations – one appointment per child. 

Booking details will follow closer to the time to walk you through the process. 

Thursday 18th 

November 4-7 

Parent consultations online 

Monday 22nd 

November 4-7 

Parent consultations online 

14th December Junior School Flu Immunisations 

Thursday 16th 

December  

Last day of term dress up day for those who wish to participate! Come in 

something sparkly, something you like to wear or something Christmassy. Just 

for fun! Please remember it is a day in school so children need to be dressed 

appropriately for ventilated classrooms and outdoor play. Shoes must be 

sensible/flat.  

Thursday 16th 

December 

Last day of the Autumn term for children 

Governors 

We had one nomination only for a Parent Governor, so that person is now duly elected without the need 

for an election as there were two vacancies.  

Governors can now seek to appoint someone not a parent to the board for the second vacancy. 

We do have vacancies on our board for non parent Governors, and ask you to please consider if you know 

anyone who would be interested in supporting a local community federation by becoming a Governor.  

If you have a friend, neighbour, relative or work colleague who you feel can demonstrate sound 

judgement, support the schools and provide support in a range of areas, please do talk to them and ask 

them to contact us. 

All workplace skills are welcome, and those retired as well as in employment would be appreciated. We do 

need skills in a range of areas, including: 

 Safeguarding

 Data analysis

 Health and safety

 Buildings

 Finance

 Education

 Strategic planning and evaluating

If you know anyone who might be interested in this community role, please do contact either office with 

their details.  

More information can be found on being a Governor at: https://www.ngn.org.uk/become-a-governor/ or  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-governors  

https://www.ngn.org.uk/become-a-governor/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-governors


   
 

FSM Vouchers 

As in previous holidays, Norfolk County Council are providing supermarket vouchers for children who are 

eligible for free school meals. Please note, this is means tested free school meals and NOT the Universal 

Infant Free School Meals.  

Those eligible will be contacted as follows: 

 If you have had the vouchers previously, we will order them for you.  

 If you are eligible, but have previously said you do not wish to have the vouchers, we will contact 

you to check if you would now like them.  

These can only be issued via email and we will use the email we have on file to send them just before half 

term.  

If your circumstances have changed and/or you think you may be eligible, please do check online as these 

vouchers are issued every holiday currently.  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

 

Any questions, please ask either office and we will be pleased to help you.  

 

Tiny Talk 

 

 
 

Joanna Pedlow  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

