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Newsletter January 2022 

 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to all our families and a warm welcome to our new families this term.  

The children have come in with great enthusiasm for their learning and this week we have seen them 

working hard already.  

 

Visit from Matt Oldfield - Wednesday 12th January 2022 

Year 5 were very lucky to have Matt Oldfield come to visit Toftwood Junior School today. He is an author 

of a series of football books. He found that some of our children had already read some of them.  

He explained that it was his passion and knowledge that inspired him to write about football as well as his 

desire to learn more. He also acknowledged that maybe not all the children were inspired by football so he 

asked them what their passions might be; the children suggested gymnastics, music, motocross, gaming 

etc. Matt told them, “If we are writing about what we love, it is going to be fun.” 

Matt also showed famous male and female footballers with their favourite books of the football-themed 

genre, thereby encouraging wider reading around the topic. Max in SJ5 impressed Matt with his quiz 

knowledge. 

He made reference to “Reading is Cool. Books are cool” an inspirational quote by Marcus Rashford.  

Matt reflected on his supportive family in Southampton and Brother Tom (who now lives in Canada) with 

whom he has written some of his books. 

Matt discussed how we can make non-fiction books more fun so they are not just an overload of facts; you 

need to consider design, content and style. 

We looked at old-fashioned book covers, Sam in SJ5 reflected that the characters seemed to lack 

emotion and others said they looked old fashioned and lacked bright colours. We looked at the new series 

by Matt Oldfield and the children could appreciate the importance of illustrations and covers, which were 

more exciting, realistic, detailed and in action poses. The title also is short and snappy. 

“Do we judge a book by its cover? No. Matt explained that the content is important and requires research 

and planning. Research is not boring if it is a topic that we are interested in. Matt prompted the children 

to think about the kinds of facts that the children might need to research, which will be very useful as 

Year 5 are about to write biographies in their current writing unit. 

He showed us two versions of some facts and asked the children to reflect on which one they preferred 

and why. They unanimously chose the second version because it was more descriptive and exciting to read. 

Each class had an individual workshop led by Matt and he recommended in order to succeed in non-fiction 

writing, the children need to tell it in an interesting way. The children focused on two main components; 

setting and emotion. This makes good reference to our Alma writing before Christmas. After a class 
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discussion, they planned a non-fiction story. Matt heard some being read aloud and commented on the 

enthusiasm that the children displayed.  

Everybody in Year 5 had an enjoyable experience and produced some exceptional stories.  

If you want to check out his twitter feed it is @footieheroesbks  

 

 

MSAs  

We are still looking for some lunch time supervisors. If you would like to apply please contact Mr Johnson 

in the infant office and get your application in by the 24th January 2022. The hours of work are 12.00 – 

1.15 daily, term time only. A full enhanced DBS would be required for the successful candidate, as well as 

two work based references. This is part of our safeguarding commitment. Please note we cannot accept 

CVs or testimonials. All applications must be on the required form. If you have any questions, please ring 

or see myself or Mrs Bell on the playground. Please do share this with anyone you may know who may be 

interested. Further details on our website and the Norfolk Schools’ job site.  

 

Staff Changes 

We are very sad to say Miss Vergerson, in our Infant Office, is leaving us for family reasons. We know it 

was not an easy decision for her to make as she has enjoyed being with us, but we know that family comes 

first. She will be with us until half term and we are in the process of recruiting a replacement for the 

role. We thank her for her patience and understanding of our children and families, her support for 

everyone in our school community and for her commitment to always doing what is right for our children 

and families. She will be missed.  

 

History Day  

As you may have seen in the EDP and on our twitter page, we are having a History day after half term. 

This will focus specifically on the History of our schools.  

Mrs Lee and Mrs Sutterby are planning this as our History leads, and Mrs Lee has been through all the 

old log books for the schools from hundreds of years ago. She has sorted interesting information from 

these into different resources so the children can learn about the lives of children who attended our 

schools in the recent past and the more distant past. The children will be using their skills of historical 

enquiry to use the resources to find out similarities and differences between then and now, and to look at 

how what happened in the past affects them now. They will also be looking at chronology and ordering 

events on a timeline. 

We do need your help! We know many of you were pupils here, or have family who were pupils here, at 

either school, including when the school was at the social club. We would really appreciate the following: 

 Photos of you in your school uniform or a school photo or a class photo even.  

 Your memories of your time at school – things you used to do, lessons or trips you had, favourite 

staff, school dinners! Anything you can remember. Maybe you have a school report you would like 

to share!  

If you can scan in and email any photos to the school office or send via dojo we would be grateful, along 

with your name, the name you used when at school, the years you attended we would be most appreciative.  

We also know that there were time capsules made and buried by some children many years ago, possibly 

over 25 years ago, so if you were a part of this and can help us track it down, please email the offices. 

People have given us various locations so we will have to try and see which one seems to be the most likely!  

Can you title any emails ‘School History Day’ so we can direct them to the right people.  

 

Incidents in the park after school 

As we have highlighted before, we cannot sort out issues that happen in the park afterschool. Most 

parents have taken this on board and now meet children in another location, or stop their child going if 

they are having any friendship issues whilst there. However, these issues are happening again and we 

cannot give over teaching time for the children to sort out issues that happen after school.  

Year 5 have been spoken to in assembly about this but if your child does go to the park for whatever 

reason after school please speak to them about the following:  

 The need to behave in a sensible manner when in there 



   
 

 The need to use acceptable language when on there 

 That it is not acceptable to take other people’s belongings, eg bags and run off with them. Even 

though children doing this may see it as a ‘joke’ it is not acceptable. 

 

Mobile phones 

If your child has a mobile phone could you please reinforce with them the following: 

 There are some apps/social media platforms that are not suitable for children under 16, including 

What’s App. Instagram is not suitable for those under 13. Therefore your child should not have these 

on their phone.  

 They should not pass on other people’s phone numbers to each other, as they have not been given 

permission to share it. 

 They should block any unwanted calls and report it to you as their parents so you can support them 

with it.  

 Any messages they send can be forwarded to others so think carefully about what they are sending.  

 

Children can only bring a mobile phone if they are in Years 5 and 6 and walk home alone. This is then 

handed to the teacher and put in the class box for the school day. The children get this back at the end 

of the day to walk home. Please remind them not to be looking at their phone whilst wlaking home as it 

takes their focus off the road.  

Any phones not put in the box will be confiscated and left in the office and a parent/carer will have to 

collect it, so please do ensure your child follows our procedures for this.  

We have discussed this with our children in school, and do so as part of our safeguarding and online 

safety teaching and learning.  

Thank you for your support.  

 

Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair is arriving on 27/1/22 until 1/2/22. We are unfortunately unable to open for 

parents/carers to browse the books this year due to recommended guidance. 

Instead, the children will visit the book fair in their classes during an allocated slot and will be bringing 

home a ‘wish list’ of at least 1 book that they like from the book fair. We will explain that we know not 

everyone may be able to buy one, but we will buy some for the libraries and the classes they can still 

borrow and read.  

The following steps will help you: 

 The children will bring their wish lists home. 

 You can choose which book/ books you would like. You are under no obligation to buy any books at 

all.  

 You will need to pay online at www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay filling in the school’s name and 

then choose the option ‘wish list payment’. 

 You will be given a payment reference number to write on the lower half of the form and write 

down the books you have purchased. 

 Finally, take a screen shot of the form (for proof in case the form gets lost!), before sending it 

back into school to the class teacher. 

 Your books will be delivered to your child once we receive them. 

 

We are, as always, grateful for any support you are able to give us. Thank you to Miss Clarke for 

organising the book fair for us.  

 

Reading Records and Homework 

Thank you so much for the support given for reading and homework at home. It really makes a difference 

to the children’s learning and progress. We see the positive impact of this in school for those who read 

regularly at home and complete the homework, including spellings.  

We are looking now to reintroduce our written reading record books. Due to COVID we were asking 

parents to send us a dojo message each week about their child’s reading, but appreciate this may not be 

the easiest way for parents to keep us updated and informed.   



   
 

Some year groups have them back in use already, and an order is being made for those who do not. Please 

do look out for them coming home with your child.  

We ask that you read with your child at least three times a week for around 20 minutes minimum each 

time. This will vary according to the age of your child, but here are some ways to support them: 

 Listen to them read and ask questions about the text. Why do you think that happened? What do 

you think is going to happen? Why do you think that character said that? What does this word 

mean? 

 Read to your child as well as hearing them read. Having a god vocabulary supports them in all areas 

of their learning, not just reading. 

 Listen to audio books with them. You can listen purely for pleasure or ask them questions when you 

pause or reach the end of a chapter.  

 Make sure you know how to use the phonics to ‘sound out’ words. Miss Coombes has a video on how 

to pronounce the sounds to support the children with ‘sounding out’ and then blending. This will be 

vital in the early stages of reading.  

 Look at any unfamiliar words and discuss their meaning. Children could create their own dictionary 

of new words they have come across in their reading, or put the words in a sentence.  

 If your child is at Juniors, make sure you know their ZPD for accelerated reader and you know 

their target. The children should be working towards around at least one quiz a week, scoring at 

least 8 out of 10. Some children at the higher end of the ZPD will maybe only have one quiz every 

two weeks, as the books are longer and more complicated.  

 

If you need any support or advice on supporting your child with reading, please message your child’s 

teacher. There is information on accelerated reader, used in years 3-6, on our website as well as some 

videos about helping children learn to read in the early stages. If there is any further information you 

feel would be useful to have on the website for parents, please just let us know and we can organise that 

quickly for you.  

 

We are very fortunate to have a well stocked library at each school, with books to suit all interests and 

we frequently ask the children which books they would like to have. This term we have purchased more 

books for the libraries and classes looking at equality and diversity, so all of our children can see 

themselves and their families reflected in the books we have. Each class has a book corner with a range 

of books too for the children to read and select from.  

 

Accelerated Reading Word Millionaires  

Congratulations to Wren in LW5 for being a two times millionaire and reading 2 million words and Josh in 

SW4 for achieving his first 1 million words. What a great achievement. Well done. We hope to see some 

more children achieving this before half term.  

 

Driving and Parking  

As always, we have been asked to remind families about being considerate when parking and driving near 

school. 

 Please do not block the driveways of local residents, particularly their garages on Neville Close.  

 Please do not stop, park or let your child out of the car on the zig zag lines outside of school. It is 

illegal and dangerous. You may be running late or have to park further away but that is preferable 

to a child being injured or killed because of your parking choices.  

 Please drive slowly around the schools and do not mount the pavements.  

Thank you to the majority of parents and carers who are considerate and careful in their driving and 

parking. Unfortunately it only takes one person to cause an accident, injury or death to a child. Keep our 

children safe.  

 

Uniform 

A huge thankyou to all of the parents who ensure their child has the correct uniform for school. It gives 

the children a sense of identity, prepares them for the future and ensures their focus can be on their 

learning and not choosing an outfit for school. 



   
 

Just a few new term reminders:  

 School shoes should be flat and plain black. We do support children wearing black trainers, but 

these should be plain black, with black soles and no logo. We know these can be bought reasonably 

from places like Sports Direct and are often more comfortable and more supportive than other 

shoes. Boots can be worn too, including Dr Martens, but should be plain and without a heel, logos 

or decoration.  

 Leggings are NOT a part of school uniform. Children should wear a knee length skirt, dress, 

pinafore, knee length shorts or trousers in black or grey. Leggings could be worn underneath a 

pair of trousers , dress or a skirt for warmth but not instead of those items.  

 You do not need to buy branded items, but we do ask you keep to the colours of the school. Low 

cost items can  

 As we are ensuring ventilation, whilst keeping classes as warm as possible, children can wear base 

layers under their uniform. Thick tights, warm socks are also helpful. We now have CO2 monitors 

in each class, and are looking to these to see the level of ventilation required. This may mean we 

leave windows wide open at break or lunch and then just have the windows on vent at other times. 

Please be assured we aim always to maintain a fine balance between warmth and ventilation and 

the monitors support with this.  

 

Diary Dates 

Here are some important dates for your diary in the new term: 

 

Date Event 

Wednesday 26th – 

28th January, 31st 

January, 1st February 

Book fair for the children – further details to follow. 

Week beginning 7th 

February 

Children’s mental health week 

Friday 11th February Last day in school before half term 

Monday 21st February  School opens at 8.40 am for children 

Federation History Day for all children 

Tuesday 1st March Author Julia Edwards visiting for Year 4. You can visit her website and look 

at her books here:  

https://www.scargatherer.co.uk/  

There will be an opportunity for those who wish to pay and pre order 

Week beginning 7th 

March 

Year 6 residential. Please note if you made a commitment for your child to 

attend, then we cannot accept any cancellations as staffing, cover and 

costings have been arranged on the basis of those who booked a place. It 

would not be feasible to plan a visit if any cancellations were allowed after a 

deposit has been made.  

We have to plan to have sufficient staff to attend the residential and for 

staff to cover the duties in school for those staff attending. This planning is 

based on the number of initial bookings made.  

Thursday 10th March Bookings open for online parent consultations at 7pm  

Wednesday 16th 

March 

Bookings close for online parent consultations at 12 noon 

Thursday 17th March Online parent consultations 4 -7 

Monday 21st March Online parent consultations 4 -7 

Friday 1st April Last day in school before the Easter holidays 

Wednesday 20th April School reopens at 8.40am for the Summer term 

 

 

 

Best wishes 

Joanna Pedlow  

https://www.scargatherer.co.uk/

