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KS2 SATS 2023
� The Year 6 SATs are a selection of statutory 

assessments schools are asked to administer. Results 
are collated by the government to allow national 
comparisons to be made in achievement

� SATs outcomes form part of the assessment 
information which is shared with the next setting 
your child will attend. All shared information is to 
support transition

� SATs results should be received by the end of the 
Summer Term. Teacher Assessment is used to assess 
writing

� Teachers continue to provide end of year assessments 
for taught subjects, as they have previously



KS2 SATs 2023
Week Beginning 9th May 

Date Subject Test Paper

Tuesday 9th May English: Grammar, 
punctuation and 
spelling (SPAG)

2 papers: SPAG (45 minutes) 
Spelling (not timed)

Wednesday 10th May English: Reading 1 paper (1 hour)

Thursday 11th May Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic
(30 minutes)
Paper 2: reasoning (40 
minutes) 

Friday 12th May Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning (40 
minutes)



How are they marked?
� What is a scaled score?

� Tests are developed to the same specification each year. 
However, because the questions must be different, the 
difficulty of tests may vary. This means we need to convert 
the total number of marks a pupil gets in a test (their ‘raw’ 
score) into a scaled score, to ensure we can make accurate 
comparisons of performance over time.

� Pupils scoring at least 100 will have met the expected standard 
on the test. However, given that the difficulty of the tests 
may vary each year, the number of raw score marks needed to 
achieve a scaled score of 100 may also change. For example, if 
the overall difficulty of a test decreases compared to previous 
years, the raw score required to meet the expected standard 
will increase. Similarly, if the test is more difficult, the raw 
score required to meet the expected standard will decrease.



Administering the SATs
� Children do complete SATs under fixed test 

conditions, but they will have had opportunities to 
experience this as they prepare for the tests, to 
ensure test conditions are familiar and supportive to 
them

� Class teachers and senior leaders in school carefully 
plan where children will take their tests to ensure 
they feel confident and able to do their best

� Activities and sessions throughout SATs week are 
planned to allow ‘down time’ and relaxed time with 
friends



What Do SATs Papers Look Like?

There will be no surprises for the children. 
They will have worked in the format of the 

SATs papers many times previously.



Reading: 
1 hour, including reading time, to read 3 different text 
types and answer questions

There is a significant focus on inference and not just ‘find 
and retrieve’ questions

When reading with your child at home, try asking questions like:
• Find a word in this paragraph that is closest in meaning to ‘provide word –

e.g. annoyed’ (vocab question)
• In what year did ‘provide fact – e.g. the French authorities make it illegal 

for people to swim from France to England’? 
• In the last paragraph, X does not want to Y.

Give two reasons why X does not want Y. 





Reading

Example question, based on Text 1 – Space Tourism: 

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction



Reading

Example question, based on Text 1 – Space Tourism: 

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction





Reading

Example question, based on 
Text 2 – Giants: 

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction



Reading

Example question, based on 
Text 2 – Giants: 

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction





Reading

Example question, based on Text 3 – The Lost World: 

2e) predict what might happen from details stated and implied



Reading

Example question, based on Text 3 – The Lost World: 

2e) predict what might happen from details stated and implied



SPAG - 2 parts :
Grammar and Punctuation paper lasting 45 minutes
Oral spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 15 minutes

Grammar and Punctuation test involves 2 sub-types of 
question:

Type 1: Selected response (e.g., ‘identify the adjectives 
in the sentence below’)

Type 2: Constructed response (e.g., 
‘correct/complete/rewrite the sentence below’ or ‘the 
sentence below has an apostrophe missing. Explain why it 
needs an apostrophe’)



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1)

Example questions: 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1)

Example questions: 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2)

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) is the shorter paper lasting 20 
minutes.

Example questions: 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2)

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) is the shorter paper lasting 20 
minutes.

Example questions: 



Maths - Consists of 3 papers:
*Paper 1 – Arithmetic – 30 minutes, 36 questions
*Papers 2/3 – Reasoning – 40 minutes per paper

Paper 1
*Fixed response questions
*Children have to give correct answer to calculations
*Long multiplication/division, fractions (+ - x ÷), using decimals confidently

Papers 2/3
*Variety of question types –
Multiple choice, true/false, constrained questions (giving answers  to 
calculations/drawing a shape/completing a table) and less constrained 
questions where children have to explain their approach to solving a 
problem 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 1 – 13
2 – 26
3 – 39
4 – 52
5 – 65
6 – 78
7 – 91
8 – 104
9 - 117
10 - 130
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 

1,079



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 

463
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 

6.52



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction 
and mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 
properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 

Example question: 



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) 

A mixture of worded questions. 
Some require just one step while others need 2 or more different 
calculations.

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 

7 minutes to 9 or  
8:53



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 

115



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 

Fifty-three thousand, one hundred and forty-eight



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions: 



Writing – Teacher Assessment is submitted in 
June.

• Teachers are looking for ‘consistent’ and ‘regular 
use of’ a variety of aspects of writing

• Sentence structure and composition of each 
piece of writing is very important, as well as 
application of SPAG knowledge in writing

• Children are aiming for consistently accurate 
spelling

• Joined handwriting





Our Top Tips



1. Remember your child’s education is a partnership – home and school 
learning and support are both important

2. Support your child with homework tasks and daily reading

3. Encourage your child to work accurately but with speed
TTRock star multiplication
MyMaths
Freckle
Shared reading - ‘What word in the text means dangerous?’

4. Make sure your child is aware that getting stuck is not a problem! The 
children are shown to move on and try the next question. They can go back 
at the end/if time allows

5. Encourage your child to believe in themselves

6. Approach a subject from all angles – software, games, activities, books,
flash cards, practical application. Make any homework and revision of skills  
time at home as fun as possible!



Week of the tests:
� Keep things at home as relaxed as possible – they will be 

doing ample revision at school so allow some down time.

� Try to keep the children off any screens for at least 20 
minutes before going to bed. Reading in bed or listening to 
music will help them to relax and sleep better.

� Breakfast club: the children are invited to come and enjoy a 
free breakfast here at school from 8.00 onwards. This 
makes sure they are “well – fuelled” and they have some 
relaxation with their friends before tests begin.


