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Reading

• What is phonics and how can I support with 
learning new sounds?
• How is reading taught at school? 
• What are the different texts that are sent home 
with my child weekly?
• How can I support with reading at home? 
• What should my child be able to do by the end 
of Year 1/2? 



What is phonics and how can I support 
with learning new sounds?



When is reading taught at 
school?• During guided reading time – everyday 

for 30 minutes. 

• Individually – during guided reading 
sessions and weekly ‘reading for 
pleasure’ time.

• During daily phonics/grammar lessons 
based on the sound the children are 
learning.

• Day to day in all areas of the curriculum

• Daily story time read by an adult

• Poem of the day to end the school day 
read by an adult



How is guided reading taught at 
school?The children are in groups of similar reading ability so 

that each group are working on specific targets to 
improve their reading. 

During each guided reading session the children will have 
time to read independently, read aloud and answer 
questions related to the VIPERS skills. 

Strategies that we use in class:
• Echo reading
• Robot arms
• Discussing word meanings

• Reading the tricky words and 
phonemes that are going to be in 
the text

• Re-referring to the book to answer 
questions





What are the different texts that are sent 
home with my child weekly?

A library book which 
links to your child’s 

interests; chosen by 
your child. 

A fully decodable e-book via 

Twinkl Go which links to the 

text we have used in guided 

reading and the sounds we 

have taught in phonics so far. A supplementary reading book 

which can be shared with your 

child. Your child may need 

support to read some of the 

words and to understand the text 

they are reading. 



Hearing your child read regularly (we recommend 3 times 
per week) helps them to decode words quicker and this 
then helps develop their fluency when reading. 

Reading stories to your children helps develop their love 
of reading and helps them encounter new vocabulary.

Help your child to learn the words and sounds that are 
sent home on Dojo each week. 

How can I support with reading at home?



How can I support with reading at home?

Children ‘learn to read’ however in order for a child to ‘read 
to learn’ as they get older, it is essential your child has good 
comprehension skills. A skilled reader is someone who can 
not only read the words but also understand and discuss 
what they mean. 

Re-reading is also an essential skill that 
children need to develop. This develops
fluency and recall of the words
they often encounter. It also supports 
their comprehension skills.  



Sound buttons

When the children come to a word that they are 
unsure of, we encourage them to use sound buttons 
and robot arms to blend the letters together. Here 
are some examples: 

pin
like

train
split

mout
h lightni

ng



Year 1 phonics screening check



What should my child be able to do by the end of Year 
1/2?

Join in with phrases that are repeated in books that are read to them.

Year 1 Year 2

Blend words using their phonics knowledge

Read year 1 common exception 
words

Read year 2 common exception 
words

Read words with suffixes –ing, -ed, -
est.

Read words with common suffixes –
er, -ment, -less, -ful

To discuss words and their 
definitions.

Make inferences and talk about 
what has already happened. 

Join in with repeated phrases in the 
book. 

To make links between the book 
they have read and other texts they 
are familiar with.

Re-read a text to help with comprehension, fluency and expression.

Answer questions about what they have read. (VIPER skills)



Writing

• How can I support with handwriting at home? 
• What are fine motor skills and how can I support 
with developing my child’s pencil grip? 
• What should my child be able to do by the end of 
Year 1/2? 
• How is writing taught at school? 



How can I support with handwriting at home?



How can I support with handwriting at home?

Joined handwriting is taught 
when children show correct 
letter formation in their work.

This starts in the Spring term 
and begins with making joins 
between two letters, rather than 
the whole word. 



What are fine motor skills and how can I 
support with developing my child’s pencil 
grip?



How is writing taught at school?
We model the writing that the children are 
going to complete, getting the children to 
share their ideas, helping spell words, apply 
punctuation rules and develop vocabulary.

We encourage the children to use their 
phonics/spelling knowledge to spell the 
words they want to write.

They have spelling mat and common 
exception words on the tables to support 
their writing. 



For each unit of writing we have a vocabulary dozen (12 
words linked to the writing unit) and we encourage the 
children can use these words in their writing. Word banks 
and mind maps are also used to provide ideas for their 
work. 

After each piece of writing the children have next steps 
which could be a few common words which they spell 
incorrectly in the work. 

How is writing taught at school? - continued



How is SPAG taught at school?



What should my child be able to do by the end of Year 1/2?
Year 1 Year 2

Write year 1 common exception words Write year 2 common exception words

Write for different purposes e.g. diary, 
narrative, newspaper report, fact file, 
poem

Write for different purposes e.g. diary, 
narrative, newspaper report, fact file, 
poem

To begin to use full stops, capital letters, 
question marks and exclamation marks

Use full stops, capital letters, question 
marks and exclamation marks accurately

Use the conjunction ‘and’ to extend
sentences. 

Use conjunctions to extend sentences e.g. 
but/if/because/when

Spelling words using phonics knowledge Spelling many words correctly with 
phonically –plausible attempts 

Leaving spaces between words Writing letters of a consistent size with the 
correct formation with some joins evident

Beginning to form letters correctly, 
remembering to start and finish in the 
correct place

Use the past and present tense correctly





Year 1 expected at Autumn



Year 1 expected at Spring



Year 1 expected at Summer



Year 2 expected at Autumn



Year 2 expected at Spring



Year 2 expected at Summer
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