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Newsletter 12 – 26th April 2024  

 

Term Dates 

Here are the term dates for the Summer. Please note, we may have more dates added but will keep you 

informed.  
Date Infant Junior Notes 

Monday 29th April 2pm Reception ready session  For parents and carers  

of new children joining Reception 

in September 

Tuesday 30th April  Y4 trip to Sealife Centre Hunstanton Group 1 of 2 

Wed 1st May  Y4 trip to Sealife Centre Hunstanton Group 2 of 2 

Wed 1st May Music and Movement session for 

Reception children 

  

Wed 1st/Thur 2nd May  Bikeability Group 2  

Mon 6th May  Bank Holiday – School Closed  

Thur 9th May  Y4/5 Basketball Competition UEA  

for selected children 

 

Thur 9th May Barn Owls visit to Ted’s Den    

Mon 13th May –  

Thurs 16th May 

 Y6 SATs week Free SATs breakfast  

For all Y6 from 8am daily 

Mon - Thur 

Tuesday May 14th  Happy Smiles Dentist visit  Learning about how to take  

care of your teeth 

Monday 20th May  Parent support café. All parents/carers welcome. In the Infant Nursery. 

Coffee and cake available. Information being sent out shortly.  

Supporting positive behaviour  

at home for your child.  

Wed 22nd May Reception visit to Gressenhall   

Thurs 23rd May Infant Race Day – parents and 

carers invited 

 9:15 Y1 

10:30 YR 

2pm Y2 

Children to come to school in  

PE kit please. If wet we will  

Need to postpone 

Thurs 23rd May  Y4-6 Quad kids competition at  

UEA for selected children 

 

Fri 24th May Junior Race Day – parents and 

carers invited 

 9.15 Y6 

10.30 Y5 

1.15 Y4 

2.15 Y3 

Children to come in PE kit  

please 

If wet we will need to postpone 

Fri 24th May  Schools close at 3.15/3.25 for Half Term 
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Date Infant Junior Notes 

Mon 3rd June Schools reopen at 8.40 am for Summer 2 

Tues 4th June  Mental Health in Schools Team in  

To work with Year 6 

Sessions to support with 

transition to High school 

Thur 6th June  Y5/6 Girls’ cricket & Kwik Cricket 

competition for selected children 

 

Thur 7th June Y1 trip to Holkham Hall    

Week beg June 10th Y1 and 2 phonics screening checks Y4 Multiplication Checks  

Tue June 11th   Author visit Amanda Lowe  

Years 3-6 

 

Wed 12th June Joint assembly for years 2 and 3 at juniors Infant to Junior transition  

Fri 14th June KS1 Athletics at Taverham High 

School 

  

Fri 14th June Day of welcome A Day of Welcome aims to  

build a culture of welcome and 

understanding for people  

seeking sanctuary. Celebrated  

by over 530 schools and tens of 

thousands of pupils in 2023, it 

designed to start Refugee  

Week. 

Wed 19th June Y2 Pensthorpe Trip   

Wed 19th June New Reception and parent session 

9.15 

 For children joining Reception  

in September 24 

Thu 20th June EB2 tour of the Junior School  

with Mrs Pedlow 

 Infant to Junior transition 

Fri 21st June  Y2-4 Tennis Competition for  

selected children  

 

Mon 24th June KR2 tour of the Junior School  

with Mrs Pedlow 

  

Tue 25th June RP2 tour of the school with Mrs 

Pedlow 

  

Wed 26th June  Y3-6 Panathlon at Taverham High 

school for selected children 

 

Wed 26th June 12 noon  

to 1pm 

Family Picnic on the field. Details to follow.  If wet, we will need to  

postpone 

Wed 26th June 1.15pm Year 2 art exhibition for parents    

Thu June 27th  Year 2 and 3 paired reading sessions Infant to Junior Transition 

Tue 2nd July   Team Day event – children only  

Children to come in PE kit  

 

Wed 3rd July  Sports’ event for children only with 

West Norwich Sports’ partnership  

 

Thu 4th July  Team Day event – children only  

Children to come in PE kit 

  

Thu 4th July   Sports’ event for children only with 

West Norwich Sports’ partnership 

 

Thu 4th July   Y6 Team Building Transition  

Festival Taverham High School 

for selected children 

 

Week beg 8th July Year 10 Work Experience Students in  

Tue 9th July   Wellbeing sessions for the  

children with the Sports’  

partnership 

 

Thu 11th July  Rocksteady Concert for Infant 

‘Rocksteady’ parents 9.15  

  

Thu 11th July  Year 6 performances for 

parents/carers 

 Timings for Y6 performances 

9.15 GB6 

10.30 KH6 

2pm GG6  

2 adults per child, no younger 

siblings. If you have younger 

siblings and no one to look after 

them, please dojo your child’s 

teacher in advance and we can 

arrange for you to come to a 

dress rehearsal  



   
 
Date Infant Junior Notes 

Fri 12th July   Y6 leavers’ party (in school time)  

 

 

 

Fri 12th July  EYFS Tennis multiskills  

Taverham High School for  

selected children 

  

Week beg July 15th  Year 10 work experience  

Week beg July 15th  Transition week for Years R to 6. All children in current Years R to 5  

will spend the week in their new classes 

Enhanced transition  

Mon15th/Tue 16th July  All Year 6 in  

Wed 17th – Fri 19th   Y6 attending Northgate or  

Neatherd for 3 days 

High School Transition 

If your child is in Year 6 but 

NOT attending one of the 

Dereham High Schools, they  

will have separate  

arrangements but should  

attend here when not at their 

new schools.  

Mon 15th July New Reception group A visiting  

9.15-11.30 

  

Tue 16th July  New Reception group A visiting  

9.15-1.30 and staying for lunch 

  

Wed 17th July  New Reception group B visiting  

9.15-11.30 

  

Thur 18th July New Reception group B visiting  

9.15-1.30 and staying for lunch 

  

Fri 19th July Last Day of Term   

 

These dates are subject to change if necessary but we want to give you sufficient notice to be able to 

make arrangements to attend.  

Please keep a note of the dates relating to your child.  

 

Junior Lunch Money 

Just a reminder that school lunches increased after Easter to £2.58. This may be why some parents have 

had messages about arrears if they have not paid the new amount. The system is automated and counts the 

lunches your child orders, so any anomaly will be due to the new price.  

 

Year 2-3 Transition 

As well as transition week, we have some additional activities to support the move into Year 3. 

These are set out below, There may be additional visits and activities but this is the minimum on offer.  

 

Yr2 to join Yr3 assembly with Mrs Pedlow 
Wednesday 12th June  

9.15-9.30am 

Tours of Junior School 

(PM) with Mrs Pedlow 

Thursday 20th June (EB) 

Monday 24th June (KR) 

Tuesday 25th June (RP)  

Year 2 playtime on Year 3 playground  

 

Fridays - 10.15-10.35am 

14th June, 21st June, 28th June, 5th July 

Reading session (paired yr2/yr3) 
Thursday 27th June  

1.30-2.30pm (15/20 mins in each class) 

 

 



   
 

KS1 mini leaders 

We are going to pilot a PE mini leaders pathway this year for our year 1 children, so that when they are in 

year 2 they can support with games and support the MSAs with the equipment. The main aim for them is 

'learning to lead'.  

We going to start with 4 children from each class - children who offer good leadership skills and who are 

good communicators as well as being enthusiastic in PE , but don't have to be the best at PE.   

Mrs Morton has completed some training and is going to do a lunchtime session with them every other 

Wednesday lunch 12-12:30 for the remainder of the summer term, starting on 1st May. Thanks to Mrs 

Morton for organising this for the children.  

 

 

MSA Vacancy 

We still have a vacancy for a midday supervisor at the Infants. Hours preferably are 11.30-1.30 daily or 12 – 

1.15 on some days.  

If you are interested or know anyone who may be, please ask them to contact the infant office for an 

application form. 

Applicants would need to have 2 references that are work based. If you have ever worked with children, a 

reference would be required from that setting in line with Keeping Children Safe in Education. You would also 

need to have a full DBS check undertaken.  

 

Year 5 and 6 helpers 

Our new Year 5 and 6 helpers have been hard at work at the Infant school at lunchtimes.  

We have been so proud of how they have taken this responsibility and fulfilled their roles so well. The 

feedback from the adults at infants has been so positive.  

They have been on the playground with the Infant children supporting them with games and friendships, 

supporting in the dinner hall with confidence and independence or supporting children in Lunchtime Lounge. 

It is wonderful to see them step up and take on these responsibilities so maturely.  

 

Year 1 Rockets and Planets Workshop 

On Tuesday 23rd April, Dr Mandy Hartley from The Little Story Telling Company came to visit year 1 to 

deliver an exciting workshop about rockets and planets. She started by showing the children a size 

comparison of all the planets and stars in our galaxy. The children were amazed to learn it would take 1100 

years to travel once round the biggest star in the galaxy! 

Next, the children split into planet teams to complete a series of tasks. They made a playdough planet to the 

size of the picture given to them by Dr Hartley, found how many moons each planet had and identified the 

time it took to orbit the sun. Some teams even had time to learn how many hours were in the day on their 

planet. Did you know? Jupiter has 67 moons! 

We learnt new facts about the planets including the heat of each planet, if they are gas planets and if we 

can see planets from Earth! Have a look and see if you can spot Jupiter this evening! 

We played Top Trumps with the planet facts, which linked beautifully to our English lessons last week where 

the children created their own Top Trumps about the planets in our solar system. 

The children shared some facts they knew about the different planets: 

“Mars is red” Stephen 

“It is 365 days or 1 year to go round the sun on Earth” Rafe 

The children used reasoning skills to work out which planets would be the quickest or slowest to orbit the 

sun. 

“The smallest planet has less weight so will be the quickest to orbit the sun” Auralia. 

“Neptune will take the longest as it is the furthest away” Renelle. 

We finished the workshop with some rocket experiments outside. We used water and alka-seltzer tablets in 

a film canister to create a mini rocket launch. Dr Hartley explained that the rockets were using the force of 

thrust to go through the air. 

You can see this and photos on our website  

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-1/year-1-summer-1-rockets-and-planets-workshop/  

 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/year-groups/year-1/year-1-summer-1-rockets-and-planets-workshop/


   
 

Infant Gardening Club 

The Infant school gardeners were very excited to get started again this term and despite the cold, wet 

weather got to work straight away. The children got stuck into weeding our raised beds and preparing them 

for the summer term.  Our garlic that was planted in the autumn is coming along nicely and we all enjoyed 

admiring the lovely daffodils that have popped up in our spring flower bed. 

The children this year have asked to grow potatoes, carrots, beans and pumpkins. We have starting to see 

blossom on our apple trees and on the Jubilee tree which is fantastic. We can’t wait to get back outside in 

the summer term to plant up our wild flower bed and get our vegetables underway. 

 

Federation School Council 

Improving Lunchtimes 

Over the Spring term the School Council were busy discussing ways to improve lunchtimes across both 

schools. We each collected ideas and suggestions from our classmates and fed back in a meeting. We 

discussed which of these suggestions would be possible to implement and then put forward our ideas to Mrs 

Pedlow. We sent emails out to specific teachers and FOTS to help get them up and running. 

Some of the suggestions put forward were: 

 Calming music to be played in the dinner halls. 

 New playground markings 

 Playground pals to wipe over wet benches as part of their role. 

 Alternative lunchtime clubs 

 Mixed age group playtimes across the Federation once a half term. 

 Junior Playground pals for Infants 

 Introducing ‘Quiet Play’ areas in the summer on the playground (picnic blankets and a box of 

resources such as colouring, card games etc). 

We look forward to seeing these ideas continuing to be incorporated into lunchtimes.  

 

 

We look forward to an exciting term and look forward to seeing you all at some of our events if you 

are able to join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Community News 

St John’s Badger Unit 

 

 

 
 

Kidical Mass Cycle Ride 

Kidical Mass Norwich Ride - Sunday 5th May - ride starts 2pm, meet in Chapelfield Gardens, Norwich 

Kidical Mass is a family cycle ride to celebrate cycling and show that we want to cycle and we need safe 

spaces to do so. This is a gentle cycle, for EVERYONE (all ages and abilities) with the aim to enjoy cycling as 

a group, improve confidence in cycling.. And, most importantly, to have fun! 

Norwich will be joining hundreds of other cities internationally, as we let kids take to the streets on their 

bicycles. Last year, more than 150,000 children, young people, families and friends took part in over 500 

locations worldwide! The Norwich ride will start from Chapelfield Gardens at 2pm, process around the town 

centre (route tbc), before ending back at Chapelfield Gardens again. Everyone welcome: children on their 

own cycles, balance bikes, stabilisers, BMX, cargos, trailers, trikes, tagalongs. (We ask that children are 

accompanied and that you're self-sufficient and responsible for any children you bring along. However, we'll 

ride as a group and there will be adults to lead the ride and help navigate any traffic.) It would be fantastic 

if you can join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Christians Against Poverty 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


